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Please Set Cell 
Phones to Silent



Main Topic 
Mesh Networks

by Jonathan, KC1BOS

Meshtastic and Meshcore



Who am I?

• Jonathan Wilson

• KC1BOS

• kc1bos@npkr.org

• 603 767 4254 (text preferred)

• Find me on discord: ivmden

• Find me on the mesh: ivmden



But What Does It Do?

https://meshtastic.org/docs/introduction/



What can I do with it?

• Texting

• Sensor and Telemetry data

• GPS location reporting

• Encryption!

• It feels like a modernized non-ham version of APRS



The What: Hardware

• 900 MHz radios

• ISM Band Unlicensed (Industrial, Scientific, Medical)
o 1 watt max tx power

• Built on top of the LoRa protocol (Long Range)



The What: More 
Hardware

• LILYGO® T-Deck

o $80-100 

• Heltec V4

o $30 on amazon

• RAK Wisblock Series

o $30-35 on amazon

• Seeed Studio Sensecap T1000-E

o $50 on amazon

• Many more options

https://meshtastic.org/docs/hardware/



The What: Software

• Two (incompatible) protocols: Meshtastic and 
Meshcore.
o Meshtastic is older and a little more mature
o Meshcore is younger but better designed for meshed 

communications.

o Both protocols use the same hardware.

• NH is primarily Meshtastic using the LongFast protocol 
with plans to migrate to MediumFast.

• Boston and Greater Boston are largely Meshcore using 
the US Defaults.

• A lot of NHMesh users are making a strong push 
towards Meshcore on US Defaults.



Meshtastic vs Meshcore

What Meshtastic Meshcore

Age Older Younger

Local Coverage Strong Growing

Useability Good Growing

Sensor Support Good Weak

iPhone Support iOS 17.5 and newer iOS 12.0 and newer*

Android Support Android 8.0 and newer Android 5.0 and newer*

Max Hops 7 64

Message Delivery Fair Good

*Meshcore mobile apps are closed source



Helpful Links

• Meshtastic Documentation: https://meshtastic.org/docs

• Meshcore: https://meshcore.co.uk/

• NHMesh: https://nhmesh.com/

• NHMesh live map: https://nhmesh.live/

• NHMesh Discord: https://discord.com/invite/8Axh3rdgDD

• TonyG on Printables: https://www.printables.com/@TonyG

• AlleyCat on Printables: https://www.printables.com/@AlleyCat

https://meshtastic.org/docs
https://meshcore.co.uk/
https://nhmesh.com/
https://nhmesh.live/
https://discord.com/invite/8Axh3rdgDD
https://www.printables.com/@TonyG
https://www.printables.com/@AlleyCat


Questions?



Officers & Members 
Introduction

• Mark – K1RX – President, Trustee NM1JY

• Thom  - K1TKT - Vice President

• Bonnie - N1IIM - Treasurer

• Mark – KC1UKO – Secretary

• Ken – N1RP – Trustee, W1WQM 

• NEW VISITORS

• Around the room introductions with your:
• Name
• Call (use phonetics)
• Home Location
• Club Office Held (if any)



Coming Up Tonight

• Donation Dinner – Turkey Tacos – (You’re welcome) 

• Main Topic – Mesh Networks – Jonathan KC1BOS

• Announcements

• Club Calendar

• Treasurer’s Report 

• Old Business 

• New Business 

• Seacoast Flea Market – KC1ILT

• Lightning Rounds 

• Intermission – 50/50 Tickets on Sale!

• Lightning Rounds

• 50/50 Drawing

• Motion to Adjourn



Announcements

• Member License Upgrades



Coming Up Soon –
Club Calendar

• VE Test session – April 11 at Flea Market
• ARES 
• POTA Activity
• Lab Night – TBD



Old Business

Searching for a New Treasurer – Nominations Open

Special Services Club – Update

Portsmouth Market Square Day - update



New Business

Field Day Apparel – AA1IT

Any other NEW Business?



Reminder
Seacoast Flea Market – Saturday, April 11

• Spring Clean Out Opportunity

• Open to public at 8 AM

• Setup (Kitchen, Indoor Tables, PA) starts at 6:30 AM

• Entrance fee $5.00 (door prize ticket, NO limit)

• Indoor and Outdoor areas

• 50/50 Drawing every hour

• Hourly Door Prize Drawings

• Where? St. James Lodge 77 Tide Mill Road, Hampton

• VE Session following clean up starts at 1 PM

• https://w1wqm.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-FLEA-MARKET-FLYER.pdf



Lightning Rounds

Club Project RAS-4
Kirby, KC1RWR & Devon, KC1SDD



Lightning Rounds

20 M Reversible Yagi
Kirby, KC1RWR & Devon, KC1SDD



Lightning Rounds

Fox Hunting
Adam, KC1RXA



Radio Direction Finding
AKA

Fox Hunting



For those 
who don’t 
know what 
fox hunting 
is.

This is a Fox.
This is what it sounds like.



Who remembers these?



SO, who’s 
interested in some 

fox hunting? 

• To prepare we can do a 
lab night to build 
YAGI’s 

• Or possibly some Loop 
antennas

• Or even some 
attenuators



My hope is to make this a regular thing.

And to make it more interesting.
How would everyone feel about having
a small players fee and winner takes all?



I’ll start a thread on Groups I.O. 
for those interested 

•So, lets have some fun and friendship.

•Let’s make some cool stuff.

•And make people go “What are they doing with 
those weird things?”

•Another thought behind this is to attract new 
hams to the hobby.



Buy your 50/50 Tickets
Return in 20 Minutes



Lightning Rounds
Contests

Mark, KC1UKO



April Contests

April 29 thru May 5 – WAS 250 W1AW/1 NH

ARRL Rookie Roundup SSB  18Z to 2359Z Apr 19 (licensed less than 3 yrs)

State/Province QSO

Louisiana 14Z Apr 4 to 02Z Apr 5

Mississippi 14Z Apr 4 to 02Z Apr 5

New Mexico    14Z Apr 11 to 02Z Apr 12

Missouri 14Z Apr 11 to 04Z Apr 12 and 14Z to 20Z Apr 12

Georgia 18Z Apr 11 to 0359Z Apr 12 and 14Z to 2359Z Apr 12

North Dakota 18Z Apr 11 to 18Z Apr 12

Michigan 16Z Apr 18 to 04Z Apr 19

Ontario   18Z Apr 18 to 03Z Apr 19 and 12Z to 20Z Apr 19

Quebec 13Z to 24Z Apr 19



7th Area Call Area 13Z May 2 to 07Z May 3

 Arizona, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming

New England (CT, ME, MA,NH, RI, VT) 20Z May 2 to 05Z May 3 and 13Z to 24Z May 4

Follows NEARfest

Indiana 15Z May 2 to 03Z May 3

Delaware 17Z May 2 to 2359Z May 3

State Parks on the Air

FL 12Z to 2359Z Apr 17, 18, 19, and 20

TX  00Z Apr 18 to 2359Z Apr 19

GA 12Z APR 18 to 2359Z Apr 19 

May Contests



Lightning Rounds
Thom, K1TKT



POTA Lightning Round:  About those awards

-POTA is not a points contest

-Our club can work toward Awards

-W1WQM already has earned some awards >>>>



Proposal: 

W1WQM work toward Kilo Award for Hampton Beach Park
-WFD head start!

-Operators get individual credit, too.



Hampton Beach W1WQM POTA Picnics – A 
new way for our members to meet & play 
radio

• 1st Wednesdays, noon (?)

• Open invitation

• Bring your gear or a GOTA Box

• Bring your food and beverages

• Operate under W1WQM Call sign

• Game day decisions on frequencies 
and modes

• Meet in parking area

• Kids, pets, family friendly



PCARC Website and 
QRZ Pages Display 
W1WQM POTA 
Activity



Come now, 
and let us 
activate 
together.



Motion to Adjourn
Please set your cell phones to “annoy me” once again.

50/50 Drawing


